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A New Typology of Public Toilet
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How might we create a new typology of public toilet that can dispel the
negative image surrounding these essential communal facilities?

we made it our goal to realize a clean, well-lit, and comfortable public
toilet befitting of the Oimachi Station area by designing the project
around three ideas: creating a beautiful urban feature, creating a toilet
that people will want to keep clean, and creating a toilet that reflects

the values of our evolving society.
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The Oimachi Station area, which is located very close to the center of
Tokyo, Japan, can be characterized as having two faces: one that is
lined with high-rise hotels and commercial complexes and another that
is packed with low-rise eateries and residential buildings. The project
site is situated right on the border between them. Aiming to reconcile
the contrasting scales of the neighborhood’s two faces, we created a
scattered arrangement of six tower-like volumes that have an urban
scale in the vertical direction and a human scale in the horizontal
direction. By shaping the volumes as simple, monumental forms that
are beautiful to the eye and deliberately positioning them to be noticed
by passersby, we hoped to challenge people’s stereotypes about public
toilets as things to be hidden and make people naturally want to keep
the facility clean. The tower-like forms, which are capped by skylights,
also serve to create clean, bright, and comfortable indoor environments
by providing the functions of ventilating air passively through the stack

effect and introducing natural light while preserving privacy.
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While all six volumes are equipped with a toilet, each one is tailored for
a different special need, such as changing clothes, changing diapers,
fixing makeup, changing ostomy pouches, or using a wheelchair. The
project also breaks free from the longstanding convention of separating
public toilets into “men”, “women”, and “universal” toilets and invites
all users to choose which toilet to use based on their needs rather than

their sex or gender.
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We believe that this project can serve as an exemplary new typology of

75\/\

public toilet for our ever-diversifying society.
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