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This building works as a hub of Okinawa Nursing Association (ONA), a complex building for nursing training, attendant service
and nursing consultation office. The site is located in Minamihaebaru-cho where this facility functions as the islands’ medical
center. Various medical associations gathered in this town. Okinawa is the southern subtropical archipelago in Japan, exposed
to a severe nature condition such as strong solar insolation and frequent typhoons. This condition, therefore, become one of the
most crucial issues.How to deal with the site constraints like sloping toward south, how to ensure car parking space and how to
cut down construction cost are other decisive issues for this project. Facing the sloping land toward south, our solution is to set
up terraced building and to locate a large open space which is also used as carparking on the southern side of the site. Making
use of the terraced composition of the building, we put a semi-outdoor lounge space on the southern area and other rooms and
semi-outdoor car parking space on the undergrounded northern area. By means of terraced construction,parking space could
be placed on each floor, which allows short and comprehensible circulation. Furthermore, we set layered four RC roofs for the
terraced lounge space. These roofs block the strong solar insolation and rain effectively and allows natural wind and daylight to
penetrate gently inside. This efficient ventilation system works as earth-air heat exchangers while slit top lights induces gentle
diffusion of light. These environmental programs are inspired by Okinawa’s vernacular architectural system such as “
Amahaji“space, a kind of veranda space, and shallow roofing. In addition, the use of localmaterials like “Hana block”, one of
popular materials in Okinawa, has contributed a lot for cutting down the construction cost and period. This approach, supported
by the builder’s efforts, has resulted in incredible cut-down of the building cost. We have thus succeeded in realizing a new

architecture by ingenious usage of Okinawa'’s original building methods and local materials.
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